


2 CELEBRATING 50 YEARS IN MINISTRY

Jesse Duplantis Ministries has one goal: to share God’s message of salvation through 
Jesus Christ with the world. We want everyone to have an opportunity to know the real 
Jesus. Approachable, personable, compassionate, and full of joy, that’s the real Jesus 
that Jesse and Cathy Duplantis know and love. And it’s their mission in life to make sure 
everyone on every continent has an opportunity to know Jesus, too.

Jesse Duplantis Ministries is making a difference. Through worldwide television 
broadcasting, ministry resources such as DVDs, CDs, and digital media, Christian 
literature including books and our monthly magazine, internet and social media 
outreaches, and meetings held around the globe, Jesse Duplantis Ministries is “reaching 
people and changing lives, one soul at a time.” Jesse and Cathy Duplantis are reaching out 
with the Gospel in a way that is captivating the lost and turning hardened hearts back 
to their first love. People are responding to this joyful, down-to-earth, and passionate 
ministry. They’re tuning in. They’re listening and laughing. Most of all, they’re realizing 
the freedom, simplicity, and joy that comes from being at peace with God and in love with 
His Son, Jesus.

At JDM, we’re committed to keeping our focus uncluttered—pure and simple, just like 
Christianity is supposed to be. We’re proud to have one vision, one goal, one mission: 
World Evangelism. It’s our passion! And we invite you to join with us and make it your 
passion, too.

One Vision, One Goal, One Mission:

World 
Evangelism!
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Dear Partner,
Happy New Year! Here at JDM, we’re 

starting this year with a bang—and I’m 
not talking about New Year’s fireworks. I’m 
talking about words of fire! This is our 50th 
Year of Ministry this year, and our focus 
has never changed, and it never will change. 
We are continuing to “Go ye into all the 
world, and preach the Gospel to every creature,” 
like Jesus said in Mark 16:15, and God is 
increasing our reach like never before. 

Who would have thought that we’d be 
doing more now than when we were young? 
I’ll tell you who thought…God thought! 
And we obeyed. That’s the key, Partner. 
Every day is a new opportunity to keep on 
walking in the ways of God and seeing the 
results of saying what He says and doing what He does. Glory!

Partner, Cathy and I are excited about what will happen this year—2026 is destined to be great! Why? The 
reason is because we know we’re walking in the will of God. How can we be so sure? We can be sure because 
we’re following Jesus’ example. Jesus said, “I only do what My Father says to do, and say what My Father says to 
say!” That’s my paraphrase of John 12:49-50, but you understand what I’m saying. Partner, that’s pretty simple, 
isn’t it?

What is God’s will? God’s Word is His will. Being in God’s will isn’t hard. I’ve found that it just takes the 
decision to follow His ways. Notice I didn’t say a “yearly” or “daily” decision. That’s because following God’s way 
of doing things is a “now” decision. You have to get so in the “now” that now-thinking and now-doing is  
a habit. 

Partner, the Word of God is alive. Hebrews 4:12 lets us know that the Word of God is quick and powerful. 
It’s sharp. It can pierce the soul and spirit, and cut between the joints and marrow. It is a discerner of the 
thoughts and intents of the heart. Notice the Word didn’t say it’s discerning what’s coming out of your mouth. 
No, God sees straight through to the heart—because it’s what you believe in your heart and confess with your 
mouth (as one thing) that shifts everything! So, what are you thinking in your heart? What are you intending in 
your heart? 

This New Year is here and it’s time to put your faith in the now. Start by asking yourself this: “What am I 
going to think in my heart this year…starting now? What is my intention for this year going to be…starting 
NOW?” It’s time to make a now-decision because faith is always a “now” thing (Hebrews 11:1). Our new theme 
for 2026 is this: 

I Only Say What Faith Says.
I Only Use My Faith Voice.

Go with me to the book of Romans chapter four, verse seventeen. This is a famous verse about Abraham, 
who came to be known as the father of the faith. How did He gain that identity? He gained it by imitating His 
Father, God—the One who Romans 4:17 says, “…quickeneth the dead, and calleth those things which be not as 
though they were.” 

God’s way of doing things is to call those things that be not as though they were—and Abraham got a 
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revelation about it. He didn’t just mentally understand it. He believed it in his heart and confessed it with his 

mouth. In other words, Abraham started doing things like God did things. Abraham began to create his world 
with the promises of God and the words of his mouth. He was saying what faith says. He was using his faith voice. 
Abraham began imitating His Father, God, like a dear child. Abraham knew that if God said it, it wasn’t just 
possible, it was inevitable…but only if he acted like God too, and called those things that be not as though they 
were. He was saying what God said. He was doing what God did. And because of that, he received his promise and 
became known as the father of faith. 

Partner, many people in the Word of Faith movement have quoted Romans 4:17 for years. But the question I 
have for all of us who use this verse is this: “Do we say it with the voice of faith?” A lot of people speak faith with 
the voice of fear and doubt, but I refuse to do that! And I don’t want you to either. Partner, I’ve made a decision 
to ONLY say what faith says, and only use my faith voice. Why? It’s because faith isn’t about using empty words. 
It’s about believing in your heart and not just confessing with your mouth. My first point today is this: Faith is 
imitating the Father and using His ways to release creative power. 

You see, when you say what faith says, it releases a creative power in the natural realm. What made Abraham 
the father of faith was his faith voice. Now that’s more than confessing. Saying what faith says is possessing. My 
second point is this: For creative power to work all the time, you must understand the energy of God’s Word. 
God only speaks in faith and with faith. You’ve heard me say this statement many times: “If you want the currency 
of the world, you must use the currency of Heaven.” That’s faith. Faith moves things in the natural. The spiritual 
affects the physical. 

The voice of faith is so simple that we sometimes overlook it. This year, I want you to focus on it. Think about it 
for a minute: Your words are containers that hold your future—spiritually, physically, and financially. Everyone that I 
know wants to have a good future. So, to make your future prosperous, you must keep your faith in the now. 

My third point is this: “Now-faith” has enough energy in it to keep everything in your life in the present. 
Partner, you don’t have to wait for things to happen if your faith stays in the now! Hebrews 11:1 starts with, “Now 
faith is…” and then it defines it. Notice, the Word doesn’t say faith is tomorrow. It is always in the now. Glory! Your 
faith voice will get you things quickly if you let it. I don’t know about you, but I like things done now. I refuse to let 
time defeat me. Faith works outside of time and inside of time, because faith is born in the heart of God. It’s His 
way. It’s His will. It’s how He wants all of His children to live.

Your faith voice isn’t led by time. Your faith is in the Word of God. So, never say, “When the Lord gets ready!” 
That just puts your answer in the future. It just delays what you are believing for. Partner, God is always ready, and 
you should be too.

Go with me to Isaiah 65:24. There it says, “And it shall come to pass that before they call, I will answer: and while 
they are yet speaking, I will hear.” Now what does that mean to you? To me, it means God has a message to deliver! 
His message to you right now is this: Only Say What Faith Says. Only Use Your Faith Voice. 

Let me give you one more point on how to say what faith says: God will always do the maximum and not the 
minimum. Go study God’s track record in the Bible. He always does more than enough. In fact, one of His names 
is El Shaddai, which means more than enough. 

Partner, thank you for reading this letter. I hope it blessed you. I also want to thank you for all your prayers and 
your faithful financial support. It is so vitally important to go into the world and preach this Gospel. Your finances 
help us do that. Your seed in this ministry means people being saved, healed, and touched by the mighty hand of 
God. So, thank you for sending us with the Word—we’re still going at it fifty years from when we started, and we 
aren’t stopping any time soon. Glory! As you sow your seed today, believe for the 100-fold. Like I often say, why 
not? You deserve it. Until next time, keep the faith.

			   Love You,

			   Jesse Duplantis
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•	 Like Jesus, I’m only doing what my Father says 
to do and saying what He says to say.

•	 God’s Word is His will and faith is always in the 
now—so I am developing a “Now faith is” habit!

•	 God’s Word is alive, quick, powerful, and sharp, 
and it flows through me—I confess and possess! 

•	 Faith is imitating the Father and using His ways to 
release creative power—I do things God’s way.

•	 Like Abraham, I imitate God and speak by 
faith—I only say what faith says!

•	 I “call those things that be not as though they 
were” for whatever I need and desire—I use my 
faith voice.

•	 There is creative energy in God’s Word, and I 
know that the spiritual affects the physical—my 
faith changes things!

•	 Before I call, God answers. While I’m still 
speaking, God hears. God always does the 
maximum for me.

•	 Every day, I’m only saying what faith says. I’m only 
using my faith voice. My God is more than enough!

I Only Use My
Affirmations from the Partner Letter to strenghten your faith:
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EASY 
WAYS TO 
GIVE

• paypal.me/jdmgiving
• PayPal App: giving@jdm.org
 

JDM MOBILE APP  
• Jesse Duplantis Ministries 
• Select: Giving

TEXT TO GIVE
  (US Residents Only)
• One-Time Donation: 
JDM + AMOUNT to 28950 
• Recurring Donation: 
RECURRING to 28950
(Follow On-Screen Instructions) 

JDM WEBSITE         
• jdm.org
• Select: Donate 

JANUARY
PARTNER OFFER

Monthly Partner Offers are also available with Automatic Partnership. 
Use the enclosed envelope/order form or go to jdm.org.

For your Partnership of $50 or more 
this month, you can request Jesse’s 
message, IT’S NOT HOW YOU 
START, IT’S HOW YOU 
FINISH, on DVD, CD, or both formats. 
Use code PO2601. 

•   Text JDMDVD and the dollar amount 
to 28950, USA only. (Example for a 
donation of $50: JDMDVD 50)

For your Partnership of any amount this 
month, you can request Jesse’s message, 
IT’S NOT HOW YOU START, IT’S HOW 
YOU FINISH, on CD. Use code PO2601.

•   Text JDMCD and the dollar amount to 
28950, USA only. (Example for a donation 
of $40: JDMCD 40)
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Jesse Duplantis

Cheerfulness is infectious! I love to spread the joy 
of the Lord everywhere I go. No matter where 

I am, or what I’m doing, I make it a point to infect 
others with good cheer.

Of course, I wasn’t always this way. I’ve had to 
learn through the Word just how to keep the joy of 
the Lord flowing in my life. I pray that as you read, 
you will be challenged to incorporate the joy of the 
Lord in your own life. It is the only way to go!

I guarantee you that if  you’ll listen to 
and stick with the things of God, you 

will live an overcoming life.

You will infect everyone around you with the 
precious, healing joy of the Lord. Your ministry can 
and will be one of cheerfulness.

I acquired a pencil sketch of Jesus, laughing 
and full of joy, years ago while ministering during 
a session at a well-known Bible school. A student, 
whom I know only as Suzanne, blessed my wife and 
me with a drawing of what she described as “the 
Jesus you preach about.” As she gave it, she told us 
that after hearing me minister, she was inspired to 
draw Him in a different way, full of joy and laughter.

To her, I share a side of Jesus that she had never 
heard about. I had to admit, after seeing the picture, 
that, although I knew Jesus to be the author of my 

joy, I had never seen a picture of Him laughing.
My wife and I loved it so much that we had it 

framed and hung it in our foyer. We wanted the 
joyful face of Jesus to be the very thing that visitors 
to our home would see.

Now, that picture has gotten mixed reactions. 
Some people can never picture Jesus in a cheerful 
way. His eyes shining with love and squinting from 
laughter are just too much for them to handle. They 
think that Jesus lived every moment of His life 
solemn and serious.

But I believe that He had many joyful times in His 
life here on Earth. If He hadn’t, the children would 
have never come to Him so readily while they were 
playing. They were laughing and probably tumbling all 
over the grass, just horseplaying like kids do. I imagine 
Jesus was smiling ear to ear as He watched them play. 
I believe it was His joy that put those kids at ease and 
caused them all to want to be near Him.

Both adults and children alike were drawn 
to Jesus because He was a man with a ministry of 
cheerfulness. Jesus ministered joy, peace, and hope 
while He was here on Earth, and He continues to do 
it today through His Spirit and His Word.

In John 16:33, Jesus told His disciples: “These 
things I have spoken unto you, that in Me ye might have 
peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of 
good cheer; I have overcome the world.” 



JANUARY 2026 | JDM.ORG  9

I’m always amazed at how many Christians are 
shocked when trouble surfaces in their lives. Although 
Jesus warned us that it would happen, they have this 
idea that salvation through Christ brings a candy-
coated life. Jesus plainly said that while we were in 
the world, we would have tribulation or trouble. But 
He commanded us to be of good cheer, because He’s 
overcome this world. 

So, when trouble comes, don’t 
be shocked! Be of good cheer, be 

reminded that Jesus has overcome this 
world and every circumstance in it!

The devil is just stupid enough to make the Word 
of God come to pass. The boy doesn’t have a lick of 
sense! You’d think that he’d leave us all alone just to 
try to prove the Word wrong. But, of course, he’s too 
stupid to come up with any bright ideas.

When the devil sends trouble your way, don’t 
buckle under his attack by singing, “Gloom, despair, 
and agony on me! Deep, dark depression, excessive 
misery!” No way! Refuse to agree with that idiot! Don’t 
major on the tribulation; major on the fact that Jesus 
has overcome the world. He’s won! And we’ve been 
made more than conquerors through His victory!

Do you know that even in times of tribulation, joy 
doesn’t have to leave you? Jesus said it is possible to 
be in peace and of good cheer, even in the midst of 
tribulation, because He has overcome the world.

Really, it’s totally up to you. You have a choice to 
either trust God or worry. You choose joy or you choose 
anxiety. Either way, you are going to be confronted 
with trouble in this life. Jesus said it would happen, so 
there is no changing that. But what you can change is 
whether you’ll go through it in misery or overcome it 
in joy. I’ll tell you from experience that I’ve tried both 
ways, and joy is definitely the way to go!

I heard someone say once that the key to being 
successful doesn’t depend on what you’ve been dealt 
in life, but how you “deal” with what you’ve been dealt. 
In other words, your reaction to the trouble is what is 
going to determine your success in this life.

Just because you’ve got some trouble doesn’t mean 
you have to lose joy. You can make a choice to be full 
of cheer because you know that Jesus has already 
overcome. It’s your part to enforce Satan’s defeat by 

rebuking him and standing on the Word.
When trouble comes in my life, I say to the devil, 

“You idiot! You’ve just proved the Word of God is true! 
And if this part is true, then it all is! So devil, get ready 
because I’m going to blast your plans for my defeat. 
Jesus made me victorious through His blood, and it’s in 
His name that I command you to take your hands off 
my life! Devil, I enjoy telling you that you are defeated 
and I have overcome! I laugh at your trouble and enjoy 
not giving you the pleasure of seeing me buckle under 
it. You fool, get under my feet!”

You see, I’d rather laugh at the trouble than align 
myself with it. If I give in to the trouble and begin 
rehearsing the problem, the joy of the Lord in my 
life is suddenly replaced with worry and anxiety. I’ve 
learned that in order to keep that joy, I must major 
on the promise and not the problem. Jesus has already 
overcome, and He’s given all authority and power to 
me! Realizing and believing that is the key to not 
losing any of that precious joy.

Living in the joy of the Lord is one 
of the most effective ways to reach 

others for Christ.

Every human on the Earth is searching for joy. It’s 
the one thing everybody wants out of life. Joy opens 
doors that once were locked shut! If you choose to live 
in joy, others will be literally drawn to you. They won’t 
know why, but they’ll just love being around you! Some 
will even ask you why you are always so cheerful. Jesus 
will use your joy to draw others in so that you can share 
the Gospel with them. He wants to have a relationship 
with them so badly, He’s going to use any and every 
avenue you allow Him to in order to reach them.

But if you choose to allow the devil and 
circumstances to replace your joy with anxiety, you 
will have a hard time reaching others for Christ 
through your witness. You’ll have to almost chase 
people down just to tell them about God. And 
when you finally catch them, you’ll have a hard 
time trying to convince them that what you have is 
worth having.

Think about it. Who would want to accept the God 
of someone who lives beaten down and depressed? 
I mean, if it ain’t working for you, why should they 
believe that it will work for them? It’s just a fact 
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that people who are familiar with you will pay more 
attention to what you do and how you live than what 
you say to them. So, be cheerful!

Replace the moaning and groaning, criticizing 
and complaining with the promises God’s given 
you in His Word. Quit looking at what the devil’s 
done and start looking at what God’s done! He’s 
made you more than a conqueror! If He’s for 
you, who can be against you? He’s the Alpha and 
Omega, the beginning and the end. He’s overcome 
this world and everything in it! He’s living inside 
of you, friend!

So, believe it and dig into His Word. Find every 
promise you can and dwell in that secret place of the 
Most High. Walk in His Spirit joyfully every day 
because He’s got places for you to go and people for 
you to meet! His joy will make you like a magnet for 
the unsaved, brokenhearted. You won’t have to go get 
them. They’ll come get you! 

But the joy of the Lord isn’t just limited to 
being an effective witnessing tool. According to 
Proverbs 17:22, “A merry heart doeth good like a 
medicine: but a broken spirit drieth the bones.” Joy can 
keep you well like medicine! I read one time that 
most of the hospitals in this country are filled with 
people whose problems stem from stress, worry, 
and anxiety.

Your body wasn’t created to live 
worrying about every little thing! You 
were created to walk in the joy of the 
Lord every day of your life. His joy 

can keep you living well!

I love living with the joy of the Lord in my soul! It’s 
taken me out of the heart of the mullygrubs and into 
the heart of Glory! Now, I don’t claim to be perfect. 
Just like you, I recognize the areas of my life that need 
to be renewed daily in the Word of God.

I’ve blamed my temper on my Cajun heritage for 
years. I’ve tried to justify it by telling God, “It’s that 
Tabasco Sauce that Mama put in my baby bottle that 
makes me do this!” It’s so easy to find a reason why. 
Justification for the flesh is so many believers’ specialty. 
But we’ve all got to learn to get honest with God. It’s 
not like He can’t see through the wool we try to pull 
over His eyes. 

The three main things I do when I mess up are:

1. Admit it.
2. Repent, ask for forgiveness and turn the other way.
3. Refuse to let the devil hold it over my head.

Number three is very important because you must 
remember that God forgives and forgets. He’s not 
going to bring up what you did last week if you’ve 
already repented. Only the devil tries to condemn you 
with the past. When that idiot tries to remind you of 
anything God’s forgiven you for, tell him to shut-up! 
It’s OK, God has given you the right to tell him where 
to go (i.e. hell!). Just press your heel down a little tighter 
on his neck, and resist the thoughts of inadequacy he 
tries to put on you. God has forgiven you and wants 
you to get back up and start living in joy again. Refill 
yourself with joy by getting in the Word and dwelling 
in the secret place of the Most High. 

On a daily basis, I accept a portion of joy, the holy 
fire, and I confront problems with promises. If sickness 
tries to attach itself to my body, I confront it with  
1 Peter 2:24, “Who His own self bare our sins in His own 
body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live 
unto righteousness: by Whose stripes ye were healed.”

In situations of financial difficulty, I enforce 
Philippians 4:19, “But my God shall supply all your need 
according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.”

If I begin to get weary, I go to the Word and get 
filled. I remember God’s promise in 1 Corinthians 15:58, 
“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, 
always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye 
know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.” Jesus has 
overcome! He has a promise for every problem you’ve 
got. His promises are always bigger than the problems. 
The devil is really no match for God or His people!

Life can be very intense and fast 
paced. Those who run hard often 

faint, and those who cannot run are 
often in despair.

Life can be difficult if you are trying to live it on 
your own. The world is fast paced, and the “survival of 
the fittest” is the prevailing mentality. But, praise God, 
you and I don’t have to live the way they do! We’ve 
been called to walk a different path than the rest of the 
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world. He’s given us a better route. If we’ll run the race 
He’s set before us with joy, it’ll be much easier to avoid 
fainting along the way.

Today there are many believers running in the 
wrong race. Unknowingly, they trot along, leaning on 
their own understanding and standing in their own 
strength. Although they want to believe the Bible and 
trust in God, they always seem to end up relying more 
on themselves and those around them rather than on 
Jesus. Consequently, their lives show it. They live pretty 
defeated and don’t have much joy for themselves, much 
less anyone else.

There are a few different types of people who do 
this. Some people constantly speak about what the 
devil’s done in their lives. They are always focusing on 
the problems of life and have a real hard time being 
cheerful. Because of so many past defeats, they’ve 
become people with no confidence in themselves or 
in God. They say they’ll never do anything, and so 
they don’t. The devil has convinced them that they 
are useless.

If you are like some of those who have no 
confidence in themselves, but you want the ministry of 
cheerfulness to become a reality in your life, there is a 
way to gain that joy. Renewing your hope in Jesus and 
renewing your mind through His Word are the keys to 
gaining confidence in yourself. 

Go back and find out what Jesus did for you on 
the cross and what rights His blood bought for you. 
Research all that you have been made through Him. 
It’ll stir you up! It will cause you to begin focusing on 
Him instead of on the circumstances. Your mind has 
got to come off those problems and on to His promises. 
Hope needs to be nurtured.

Hope is earnest expectation that God will do 
what He said. Hope gets the pressure off of you and 
allows you to begin to stand on His Word and in His 
strength. When you begin to have hope, then faith 
can start to work. Faith is what gets those mountains 
to be thrown into the sea. But you can’t have faith 
until you have some hope. So, get intimate with Jesus, 
read His Word, and worship Him with a true heart! 
Drawing close to Him will build you up. As His Word 
becomes real to you, hope will come easily and then 
faith will too. When He is your focus, joy becomes 
inevitable. Choose to dwell on the fact that Jesus has 
already overcome!

Offices are not measured by their 
prominence, but by the fidelity in 

which they are carried out.

Another type of people who have trouble being 
cheerful are those who feel as if they never win the 
prizes in life. The high positions are always given 
to someone else. Somebody else always gets the 
job. They begin to complain about it, and self-pity 
starts to choke their joy. Consequently, they are 
discouraged by any job they are given that doesn’t 
seem prominent enough. 

If you feel this way, I must tell you that God’s 
offices are not measured by prominence. They are 
measured by the fidelity in which they are filled. God 
doesn’t overlook anything noble! What you consider 
small, He considers very important, and He rewards 
those things that you do with a good heart. No matter 
what it is, God wants you to be faithful with what He’s 
placed in your hands. You have a job that you need to 
do with joy! It is important, and you need to know it!

A veteran is never useless, and 
spiritual service is not measured by 

physical strength.

Then there are those who have been running 
the race for many years. They ran on the right path 
faithfully and saw God do many extraordinary things 
through their lives. Joyfully they ran for many, many 
years. But time went on, and somewhere along the 
way, they began to slow down. They were fainting, 
becoming weary in well doing. Eventually, the devil 
convinced them that they were no longer needed. They 
began thinking of “retiring” instead of “refiring.”

A veteran is never useless, and spiritual service is 
not measured by physical strength. It doesn’t matter 
what your age in the faith, you can be a powerful force 
for the Gospel.

Did you know that Abraham did his best when 
he was one hundred years old? He considered not his 
own body and staggered not at the promise of God. It 
has nothing to do with how much power, intellect, or 
how many qualifications you have. The only thing that 
matters is how faithful you are to the call of God. Faith 
in God will make you an overcomer and enable you to 
be effective no matter what your age in the faith. 



While holding a revival meeting, the pastor invited 
me to speak at a luncheon for the widows in his church. 
These elderly women, most of them were in their 80s, 
were strong women of faith and had lived for God 
most of their lives. One of the women who sat next 
to me just sparkled with the fire of the Holy Ghost. I 
looked at her and said, “You have fire!”

She looked up at me and exclaimed, “I certainly do!”
When I jokingly asked her if she was planning on 

having another baby, she looked at me right in the eye 
and said, “I’m not 90 yet!” She had learned to daily 
“refire” the gift of God in her life. The joy of the Lord 
had been her strength for some time, and she wasn’t 
even thinking about retiring in the faith.

Joy is going to be refired through relationship with 
Jesus. Trust in Him, and you will be free in this life. 
Free to be an overcomer, full of His joy. Man, it’s easy 
to live smiling when you know God has it all under 
control! He can handle it all!

You can be an encourager to everyone you meet. 
When the joy of the Lord dominates you, true 
encouragement is unconscious. You’ll encourage 
others without even realizing it! Let God flow through 
you to others. It’s our purpose to have fellowship with 
Jesus and impart life and joy to others. We can be used 
to change lives! Joy, that holy fire, keeps our purpose 
warm and our intelligence aglow.

Cheerfulness is infectious, but 
stupidity is aggravating.

Did you ever meet people who had more stupidity 
than God-given joy? They are like a flash of lightning, 
lighting up the sky and breaking through the gloom for 
a moment. They are like happiness, dazzling brightly 
then disappearing without a trace. Happiness is an 
emotion that is short-lived and can be reversed by the 
first signs of trouble.

Joy is not an emotion, it is a spiritual force that 
you live with, day in and day out. Your ministry of 
cheerfulness doesn’t shut down just because tribulation 
comes. God-given joy stands throughout every attack 
of the enemy.

Cheerfulness is fixed and permanent. While in the 
Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus prayed, “Abba, Father, 
all things are possible unto Thee; take away this cup from 
Me: nevertheless not what I will, but what Thou wilt” 

(Mark 14:36). Problems and difficulty did not change 
Jesus, because He knew that He came into the world 
to defeat death for all mankind on the cross.

Cheerfulness comes from knowing the Good 
News. When the devil throws his fiery darts of gloom, 
you have a shield of faith against depression. Get your 
shield up! Happiness also can be produced by helping 
others. Considering your neighbor over yourself is 
the ladder out of misery and unhappiness. By helping 
others, you have the opportunity to see yourself in a 
different perspective. Meeting someone else’s need 
requires you to break from self-consumption.

A few years ago, I was scheduled to minister in 
a rather large church. It was my first time there, and 
I was waiting with the pastor in his office before the 
evening service began. He kept huffing and puffing, 
sneaking out to see how the church was filling up, 
getting more and more irritated as the service time 
drew closer. I finally asked him what the problem was, 
and after telling me that the church was only half full, 
he exclaimed, “I just couldn’t preach to this crowd! It’s 
too small!”

I was shocked by his attitude, and I wondered 
how he ever managed to make the church grow to 
this size. I said, “You know what your problem is? 
You came to have the people meet your need, but 
you should have come to help meet their need. If 
you’ll do that, it won’t matter if two people show up 
or two million.”

You see, that pastor’s priorities had gotten out of 
line. His cheerfulness had been robbed because he’d 
become totally consumed with himself. His main focus 
was not on the people or their needs, but on himself.

Just as Jesus does with us, He expects us to prefer 
others over ourselves. As you spend time developing 
and intimate relationship with Him, preferring others 
will become your heartbeat. Love for others will 
overtake you and a powerful ministry of cheerfulness 
will begin to grow within you.

As you daily run the race set before you, Jesus 
will ignite a holy fire in you that will fill you with joy 
overflowing. There’s nothing like living for Him!

This article is an excerpt from 
Jesse’s first book, The Ministry of Cheerfulness, which is 
being reintroduced to celebrate 50 years of ministry.
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There is a path that leads to inner peace, real joy, and true wisdom about life. You begin walking 
on this new path the moment you reach out to God...the moment that you realize your need for His 
love and salvation.

In Understanding Salvation, you will discover why God sent His Son, why salvation is 
necessary, and what you can do to begin living a new and better life in Christ Jesus. 

Understanding Salvation (Mini-Book) MBS01

Are life’s circumstances leaving you feeling defeated without any joy in your life? Is trouble robbing you 
of your cheerfulness? Lasting joy and peace come from knowing the Good News—the Good News that God 
loves you so much that He sent His only begotten Son to the cross so that you would be made right in your 
relationship with Him. Jesus laid down His life and rose again so that you could spend eternity with Him in 
Heaven and so that He could help you live a victorious life full of real peace and joy here on Earth ( John 10:10). 

If you’ve never asked Jesus Christ to come into your heart, all you have to do is ask for forgiveness and 
invite Him into your life. Or maybe you already know the Lord, but you’ve drifted away and want to come 
back to Him where you belong. God wants to forgive you and help you get back up and start living in joy. All 
you have to do is simply open your heart and pray this prayer: 

Jesus, come into my life. Forgive me of my sins. I ask You to cleanse my heart and make me a new 
person in You right now. I believe that You are the Son of God and that You died on the cross and rose 
from the dead for me.

Jesus, I want to thank You for loving me enough to die for me. I accept all that Your shed blood 
bought for me on the cross, and I receive You as my Savior and Lord. In Your name I pray. Amen.

If you just prayed this prayer, congratulations and welcome to the family of God! You now have a brand-
new, joyful life with Jesus to look forward to starting right now. Would you please let us know that you 
prayed this prayer? You can do so online at JDM.org (select “Do You Know Jesus?”) or through the response/
order form included in the center of this magazine. We want to rejoice with you and send you a free booklet, 
Understanding Salvation, to help you begin your new life of faith in Christ.  

Remember, the joy of the Lord is not limited, and His joy can keep you well like medicine (Proverbs 
17:22). So, refill yourself daily with supernatural joy and peace by getting into God’s Word and dwelling 
in the secret place of the Most High. As you spend time developing an intimate 
relationship with Him, a powerful ministry of cheerfulness will grow within you and 
ignite a holy fire of joy that overcomes the trials and troubles of this life.

I love you and I’m praying for you!
Jesse 

God Has Real Joy for You!
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FOR YOUR DONATION OF $5 USD • £4 • $8 AUD 
OR MORE, YOU CAN RECEIVE YOUR COPY 

OF THE MINISTRY OF 
CHEERFULNESS AT 

JDM.ORG. 

The Ministry of Cheerfulness was the first book that 
God ever led me to write.  I released it in 1993, and while 
it’s small, the principles are still very important to me.   
Joy is impactful.   Joy changes the atmosphere.   It’s not 
just some light-hearted emotion—joy is a fruit of the 
Holy Spirit, and a result of getting close to the One Who 
created it.

Over my many years in ministry, I’ve become known 
for my sense of humor, for my cheerful outlook on life, and 
for the joy that I live with every day. It’s touched every part 
of my own life and paved a way for me to reach more people 
for Jesus than I ever could if I’d spent my life spreading 
doubt and misery!  

Joy matters.   Faith matters too.   And as you read 
through this anniversary copy of The Ministry of 
Cheerfulness, I hope you’ll increase in both of them! The 
joy of the Lord is your strength, and the bottom line is 
that it helps both you and the world.  It’s a dark world 
out there, but God has given you a light that needs to 
shine and be seen.  

People need your smile.   They need the flavor of your 
faith and the kind of joy that God created you to express.  
So, go and get yourself something to drink, sit down for a 
little while with me, and open your heart to what I believe 
that God gave me for you. Because there’s never a bad time 
to feel joy, and there’s never been a better time to spread it!

God bless you as you read.

Keep the Faith,
Jesse 
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WATCH JDM’S WEEKLY BROADCAST ON THESE CHRISTIAN & SECULAR 
TELEVISION STATIONS THROUGHOUT THE UNITED STATES:

ALABAMA
Huntsville/Decatur
WZDX/54 – FOX: Sun 9:30AM

ARKANSAS
Little Rock
KVTN/25 – IND: Mon 7:00PM 

FLORIDA
Leesburg/OrlandoDaytona Beach
WACX/55.1 – IND: Sun 8:30AM
Orlando
WACX/55.6: Mon 7:00AM
Palatka
WJGV/48.2: Mon 7:00AM
Tampa/St. Petersburg/Sarasota
WCLF/22 – CTN: Wed 7:00PM

LOUISIANA
Crowley
KAGN/31.1 – IND: Tue 5:30AM, 
Tue 7:00PM, Fri 9:00AM, 
Sat 4:00PM, Sun 11:00PM

(LOUISIANA CONT.)
Lafayette
KADN/15 – FOX: Sun 9:00AM
KAJN/19.1 – IND: Tue 5:30AM, 
Tue 7:00PM, Fri 9:00AM, 
Sat 4:00PM, Sun 11:00PM
NADN/13 – MY Network: 
Wed: 6:30AM 
Lake Charles
KFAM/24.1 – IND: Tue 5:30AM, 
Tue 7:00PM, Fri 9:00AM, 
Sat 4:00PM, Sun 11:00PM
New Orleans
WGNO/26 – ABC: Sun 9:00AM 
WNOL/38 – CW: Wed 6:00AM
Shreveport
KTAL/6 – NBC: Sun 7:30AM

MICHIGAN
Detroit
WKBD/50.1: Sun 8:30AM

NEW MEXICO
Albuquerque
KAZQ/32.2: Mon 7:00AM

OHIO
Columbus
WGCT/8.4: Mon 7:00AM
Delaware
WXCB/45.4: Mon 7:00AM
Kenton
WOCB-LF/48.4: Mon 7:00AM
Marion
WOCB/39.4: Mon 7:00AM

OKLAHOMA
Oklahoma City
KOKH/25 – FOX: Sun 8:00AM

TENNESSEE
Knoxville
WTNZ/43 – Fox: Sun 10:30AM

TEXAS
San Antonio
GOAI/35 – CW: Sun 9:30AM

Program 
schedules are 

subject to change 
without notice. 
Please check 
your local TV 

listings for JDM’s 
programming.

AFRICA
Sun 8:00AM
Sun 12:30PM

EUROPE
Sun 8:00AM

UNITED STATES
Sun 7:30AM

UNITED STATES
Mon 7:00AM CT

DirecTV Channel 366
Dish Channel 265

AUSTRALIA 
VAST

AND ON ALL THESE NET WORKS THROUGHOUT THE EARTH:

WATCH JDM'S WEEKLY BROADCAST ON OUR SOCIAL MEDIA PLATFORMS
JDM.ORG /JesseDuplantisMinistries /jesseduplantisministries JDM APP:  TOTAL.JDM.ORG@jesseduplantisministries

RADIO
American Samoa   
KMOA 89.7FM    Mon-Fri 9:00AM DST    Sun 8:00AM DST
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DESTREHAN, LA 
JAN 4 • 10am — Jesse
JDM International Headquarters
Covenant Church
1973 Ormond Blvd • 985.764.2000 
jdm.org

VISALIA, CA 
JAN 25 • 10am — Jesse
West Coast Believers Center Int’l
3737 W Walnut Ave • 559.732.4791 
wcbci.org
Pastors Joshua & Iliana Bulger

MURRIETA, CA 
JAN 26 • 7pm — Jesse
West Coast Life Church
38388 Sky Canyon Dr • 951.696.2229 
westcoastlife.tv
Pastors Raygene & Beth Wilson

BAKERSFIELD, CA 
JAN 27 • 7pm — Jesse
Oasis Christian Center
4240 E Brundage Ln • 661.322.4152
Pastor Cecilia Mancillas

WILLIS, TX 
FEB 4 • 7pm — Jesse
Family Faith Church
202 S Thomason St • 936.291.9458 
familyfaithchurch.com
Pastors Jeff & Eileen Hackleman

COLORADO SPRINGS, CO 
FEB 6 • 7pm & FEB 7 • 9am — Cathy
Rejoice Women’s Conference 2026
Charis Christian Center
10285 Federal Dr • 719.227.0380 
charischristiancenter.com
Pastors Lawson & Barbara Perdue

WHITTIER, CA 
FEB 18 • 7:30pm — Jesse
Freedom City Church
6355 Greenleaf Ave • 562.278.2108 
go2freedom.org
Pastors Jason & Liz Lozano

NORTH HIGHLANDS, CA 
FEB 19 • 7pm — Jesse
Family Community Church
6331 Watt Ave • 916.334.7700 
familycc.org
Pastors Vince & Marie Harrill

HILO, HI 
FEB 24 • 6:30pm — Jesse
Glad Tidings Church
116 Kapiolani St • 808.961.0616 
gthilo.com
Pastor Dan & Earlette DeLuz Jr

HONOLULU, HI 
MAR 1 • 9am & 11am — Jesse
Word of Life Christian Center
544 Queen St • 808.528.4044 
wolhawaii.com
Pastors Art & Kuna Sepulveda

DESTREHAN, LA 
MAR 6 • 7pm & MAR 7 • 9am — Cathy
Glorious 2026
JDM International Headquarters
Covenant Church
1973 Ormond Blvd • 985.764.2000 
jdm.org

GREEN MOUNTAIN 
FALLS, CO 
MAR 29 • 10am — Jesse
Legacy Church
10460 W Hwy 24 • 817.577.0180 
legacychurch.family
Pastors Jeremy & Sarah Pearsons

NEWARK, TX 
APR 12 • 10am — Jesse
Eagle Mountain International Church
14355 Morris Dido-Newark Rd 
817.252.2900 • emic.org
Pastors George & Terri Pearsons
KERRVILLE, TX 
APR 16 • 6:30pm — Jesse
Calvary Temple Church
3000 Loop 534 • 830.895.3000 
ctc.church
Pastors Del & Cindy Way
WARRIOR, AL 
APR 24 • 7pm — Jesse
Sword of the Spirit Prophetic Conference
Church International
213 Kemp Dr • 205.543.6783 
churchint.org
Pastors Robin & Robin Bullock
STAUNTON, VA 
MAY 5 • 7pm — Jesse 
Victory Worship Center & World Outreach
200 Hammond Ln • 540.886.6249
victory-worship.com
Pastors Ray & Liz Eppard
FOLEY, AL 
MAY 6 • 7pm — Jesse 
Abiding Love Church
17644 County Rd 26 (Michigan Ave) 
251.943.1615 • abidinglovefoley.org
Pastors CJ & Gigi McBride
WHITTIER, CA 
MAY 8 • 7:30pm — Cathy 
& MAY 9 • 10:30am — Cathy
Arise Women’s Conference
Freedom City Church
6355 Greenleaf Ave • 562.278.2108 
go2freedom.org
Pastors Jason & Liz Lozano

Before traveling to any meeting, please go to jdm.org for updates (Select: Meetings) or scan the QR code.
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Before traveling to any meeting, please go to jdm.org for updates (Select: Meetings) or scan the QR code.

1973 Ormond Boulevard, Destrehan, Louisiana 70047 
EVERYONE WELCOME
Register for free at jdm.org

WAYS TO WATCH ONLINE: 

JDM.ORG JDM APP:  TOTAL.JDM.ORG/JesseDuplantisMinistries /jesseduplantisministries

@jesse_duplantis/JesseDuplantisMinistries

Enjoy this awesome testimony from a couple who 
decided to attend last year’s Visionary Conference:

 
“We watched the Visionary Conference last year, and we were blown away! My husband and I said 
to ourselves, ‘We have to be in this atmosphere in person.’ And we knew that whatever we learned at 
the Visionary Conference, we would use it, manifest it, and then testify about it to everyone we came 
into contact with! The things that Brother Jesse said during the services brought faith that stirred up 
my heart. I’m going to put every principle into practice. God is so good! We are so happy that we 
came in person this year. I would tell everyone to come to the Visionary Conference and experience 
the anointed atmosphere of faith!” 
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GLORIOUS 
MOMENTS with Cathy

Since Jesse preached his first message in January of 
1976, millions of lives have been transformed through the 
life-changing Gospel of Jesus Christ that is being proclaimed 
through every available voice. Psalm 105:1 in The Passion 
Translation says, “Go ahead and give God thanks for all the 
glorious things He has done! Go ahead and worship Him! 
Tell everyone about His wonders!” As we begin this 50th year 
of reaching people and changing lives, Jesse and I are so 
thankful to God for all the glorious things He has done in 
our ministry, in our lives, and in the lives of our wonderful 
Partners. I pray that you will be blessed and encouraged 
by this month’s Glorious Moments, and that you will tell 
everyone about His wonders! 

I requested prayer for my son, for money to pay for his 
college. I have been speaking the Word and thanking 
God for giving us the ability to establish wealth. I’m a 
single mother and, over the years, I have worked for 
low wages. I started speaking the Word over his college 
tuition. God is so faithful—my son has been awarded a 
full-ride scholarship to a Christian college.

Thank you for praying for my fiancé. He was 
hospitalized for 9 days with congestive heart failure, 
atrial fibrillation, and kidney failure. I sent a prayer 
request to JDM during the midst of this crisis. Today, 
he is home, doing well with medication and diet 
modifications, and doing what he loves: painting 
acrylic portraits. He is happy to be alive. Praise God! 
Thank you, JDM!

I am so grateful for all your continued prayers for my 
business. My kingdom business started after Jesse 
laid hands on me for increase in 2023. We are looking 
at opening a 2nd location—this is way bigger than me.

Ever since someone told me about you, Jesse, I 
haven’t stopped listening to you. You brighten up my 
life and bring hope back into my life.
*This praise report has been translated into English 
for you to rejoice with us.

I am so blessed to learn the Word and to be a doer of 
it through this ministry. I love it! You teach living a holy 
life before God, because He is holy!

I worked for a company for almost 20 years. The 
company sold out and they took away all our 
commissions. We knew this was wrong, so my friend 
talked to an attorney and he said we had a good 
chance to recover our commission. I always believed 
I would win. I had called JDM for prayer of agreement 
that we would recover our commission. It’s been over 
2 ½ years and we won! I just want to thank Jesse and 
Cathy for never changing and always preaching and 
teaching the Word of God. We love the Boardroom 
Chats. You truly are reaching people and changing 
lives, one soul at a time. Love you both.
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Greetings in the name of Jesus from our family in Ecuador! 
It is with great love and joy that we write to you today. I am 
a professional soccer player here in Ecuador. I currently 
play for Libertad Futbol Club in the city of Loja, to the glory 
of God. Alongside of me are my wife and two children. 
Although we have not met you in person, we love you 
deeply. We are giving God an assignment, just as you have 
taught us. It’s been just over two years since God allowed 
us to discover your ministry through YouTube. What a 
blessing! It was truly God who led us to you. Since then, 
our finances have greatly improved. We now understand 
that poverty does not belong to us, and that we are called 
to live on earth as it is in heaven. Every time we sow a 
seed, we ask God to help us live that heavenly life here 
on earth. We have watched your teaching on “The Four 
Types of Giving” countless times—it’s pure gold! Thank 
God for the revelation He gave you! We are still believing 
for complete freedom from debt. We sold our house to get 
out of debt, trusting that God will return it to us, and even 
more, fully paid for. We also paid off our credit card debt. 
Now we only have one remaining debt, but we believe 
God will move supernaturally. We have firmly committed 
never to borrow money again. We even cancelled all 
our credit cards and believe that from now on, God will 
provide everything in cash. Thank you, beloved pastors, 
for obeying God and continuing to preach the truth. Thank 
you for producing content in Spanish—we never miss a 
message, a magazine, or the Partner Letter. One of our 
dreams is to one day attend the Visionary Conference in 
person. We are believing for that too! With this letter, we 
are sending seed. Although we usually give through the 
app, we also wanted to bless you this way. Recently, we 
received something new which has never happened on 
this team before: bonuses for winning a match. So, we also 
want to give our God the firstfruits of that blessing, which 
we are including with this letter as well. We send you a big 
hug from afar. We love you very much, and we are always 
praying for you.

God is so great and He loves us so much. My husband got 
a $12,000.00 a year raise at his job, thanks to the teaching 
from Jesse and Cathy. Thanking my Jesus and giving Him 
all the praise and glory that belongs to Him. I’d been taught 
all my life the wrong thing and what the real meaning of 
His Word means. I listen to Jesse and Cathy, Kenneth 
and Gloria, and Andrew Wommack, and God has been 
changing the way I think and see things.

Brother Jesse, your YouTube message “Forgiveness & 
Generosity Working Together” blessed me so much. I love 
your heart for God, and it is so inspiring! Thank you that you 
love all the people and that you have such kindness in your 
heart. May God bless and keep you always and forever!

What a beautiful way for God to demonstrate His love for 
Jesse by bringing to his awareness the connection and 
significance of the phrase “Brother Saul” to “Brother Jesse.” 
The LORD loves us so deeply, and it’s incredibly beneficial 
to stay sensitive to Him and read His Word in order to 
notice the way He shows His love and touches our hearts. 
His presence and ways of noticing me brings me to tears 
of joy and gratitude so often, and I pray for all believers of 
Jesus to seek Him and read His Word to experience these 
profound moments of love as well. Thank you, Jesse and 
Cathy, for sharing your thoughts and stories!

I had a negative breast biopsy report. I saw the surgeon—I 
only need a small lumpectomy, and I shouldn’t even need 
chemo or radiation afterwards. It’s not the kind that usually 
comes back either. Praise the Lord! Thank you much for 
praying and standing with me and believing.

Special thanks to Jesse and Cathy. For years as I would 
listen, open my Bible, or pray, an evil, oppressive spirit would 
come upon me. I tuned into YouTube, and as I watched your 
Boardroom Chat, I was delivered and freed from it. Thank you 
for your teachings. I am finally able to pray in the Spirit. I am 
so glad I met Jesse and Cathy. Your ministry is so beautiful in 
grace, joy, fellowship, and the hundredfold teachings.

Brother Jesse, I want God to bless you and use you more. 
Thank you for teaching us how to keep Satan under our 
feet and live in the victory Jesus died to give us. God bless 
you and everyone in your ministry.

Unlimited hallelujahs to God! I enjoyed Dr. Jesse in 
Brooklyn Park, MN in person. Both of you and your 
messages are powerful and life-changing. I will never be 
the same! Unlimited appreciation to the both of you!

Thank you, Jesse. I so needed to hear this sermon today. 
You made everything so clear on verses that I have seen all 
my life. Now I totally understand it more after hearing your 
sermon. God bless you, your family, and church family.
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Follow Covenant church 
on Social Media: /JDMCovenantChurch @jdm_covenantchurch @JDM_CC

1973 Ormond Boulevard, Destrehan, Louisiana 70047

Everyone Welcome!

Worship God with Us!

Covenant 
Church
Sundays 10am 

Wednesdays 7pm
Spanish Translation Available (Traducción en español disponible. 

Por favor contacte a uno de los ujieres para más información.)
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JDM App

Download On Your Device Today!

WATCH THESE 530+ 
TIMELESS MESSAGES & MORE

ON THE FREE JDM APP!



It never fails—as soon as we get in the car to go 
get something to eat, Jesse will ask, “Where do 
you want to go?” We could almost record our 

conversation and replay it rather than go through the 
same song and dance every time we go out to dinner. 

Jesse says he is just being considerate by letting me 
choose. But we both know he hasn’t a clue about where 
he would like to go and doesn’t want to make another 
decision. We are all dressed up with nowhere to go.

In frustration, I usually pick what I think he 
would like instead of where I really want to go. Once 
the decision about where to go is finally made (by 
me), our focus is on reaching our goal. Anticipation 
and excitement fill the air because we are all dressed 
up and we now have somewhere to go. We are ready!

As Christians, it is our responsibility to stay ready. 
The Word tells us to be sober, vigilant, instant in season 
and out of season, and ready for action. Jesus told 
the people in Luke 12:35 (NASB1995), “Be dressed 
in readiness, and keep your lamps lit.” The King James 
Version says, “Let your loins be girded about,” which 
referred to the long and flowing robes that were the 
normal dress of that day. If anyone was serious about 
working, they had to secure their robe with a sash or 
girdle so that it would not hinder their work.

To get the same point across today, we would say, 
“roll up your sleeves,” to let someone know it is time 

to work. But when I think about being dressed in 
readiness, I can’t help but think about a song I heard 
many years ago. I don’t know the title, but one verse 
goes something like, “Put on your red dress, mama, 
’cause we’re going out tonight!” 

Now, that’s readiness! That’s being filled with joy 
and expectation about doing something. In the same 
way, you have to put on the whole armor of God 
and be dressed in readiness to stand firm against the 
schemes of the devil. 

Ephesians 6:14-18 (NASB1995) tells us, “Stand 
firm therefore, having girded your loins with truth, 
and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, and 
having shod your feet with the preparation of the Gospel 
of peace; in addition to all, taking up the shield of faith...
the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which 
is the Word of God. With all prayer and petition, pray at 
all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the 
alert with all perseverance and petition for all the saints.”

Ready Anytime for Anything
After His resurrection, Jesus told the disciples 

about an adventure that they were about to begin. 
They were about to be dressed in readiness by the 
Holy Spirit. Luke 24:49 (NASB1995) says, “And 
behold, I am sending forth the promise...stay...until you 
are clothed with power from on high.” Everywhere they 
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Praying and 

STAYING 
READY

Cathy Duplantis
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went, the Holy Spirit clothed them with the power of 
God to witness, to heal the sick, deliver the oppressed, 
and overcome the world. 

It is vitally important that we do whatever is 
necessary to stay dressed in readiness. Be aware of those 
things that rob you of time with God in prayer and in 
His Word. When you spend time with Him, you are 
never caught off guard. You become sensitive to hear and 
obey the promptings of the Holy Spirit. You become 
alert and ready at every moment to resist the devil. 

The Word says, “…be alert and sober... put on the 
breastplate of faith and love…” (1 Thessalonians 5:6 
& 8 NASB1995); “…prepare your minds for action, 
keep sober in spirit…” (1 Peter 1:13 NASB1995); “Be 
of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, 
prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to 
devour” (1 Peter 5:8 NASB1995).

Dressed for Adventure
Many years ago, my daughter Jodi and I traveled 

together to a ladies’ conference where I was invited 
to speak. From the beginning of the trip, we knew we 
had embarked upon a great adventure. 

Jodi booked our flights and made it clear to 
the ticket agent that we wanted to go from New 
Orleans, Louisiana to Carlsbad, New Mexico. 
However, when we arrived at the airport and tried 
to check our bags, the porter said, “Lady, you have 
a problem. Your final destination is Carlsbad, 
California, not Carlsbad, New Mexico.” At that 
time, we had never heard of Carlsbad, California! By 
mistake, the airline had issued us tickets to California 
instead of New Mexico.

We prayed in the Spirit as we quickly made 
our way to the ticket counter to change our tickets, 
hoping we could make connections in time for the 
service that night. We refused to allow the devil to 
stop us and prayed for a miracle as we told the ticket 
agent the situation. We praised God as she told us 
that the flight we needed to catch was leaving in five 
minutes, and she radioed ahead to the gate and told 
them we were on our way. As we ran to the gate, we 
thanked God for divine intervention and protection. 

Although we didn’t expect more adventures, 
things really got interesting at our next connection in 
Dallas, Texas. Since it was a long distance to the gate 
for our next flight, Jodi and I were advised to take the 
airport shuttle train to save time. We did not have 
food on the previous flight and had learned that there 
would be no food on our next flight, so we decided 
to grab a quick bite before boarding the plane. We 
thought we had enough time, but we were wrong. 

As we approached the gate, we noticed that 
no one was around. We stared at the locked door 
in disbelief and screamed “NO! We can’t miss this 
flight!” Immediately we began to bang on the door, 
praying for someone to hear us. The agent at the next 
counter yelled sarcastically, “Ladies, it doesn’t do any 
good to bang on the door. You missed the flight.” 

Jodi and I refused to listen to her and continued 
banging away and praying for the favor of God. 
Suddenly, the agent for our flight unlocked the door 
and we told him our situation. He told us to wait 
there while he checked to see if the plane had pulled 
away. But we couldn’t just wait there; we were on 
his heels running down the jetway to the plane and 
praying in the Spirit the entire time. Obviously, this 
was in the days before we had the strict TSA security 
rules that are now in place. What an adventure!

The door to the plane was shut and the jetway had 
pulled away a few feet to allow the plane to back away 
from the gate. Making eye contact with the pilot, Jodi 
and I saw a reassuring nod and knew we had been 
granted favor once again. The agent quickly re-attached 
the jetway to the airplane, and the flight attendant 
opened the door so that we could board the plane. 
There was no way anyone could have wiped the smiles 
off of our faces once we stepped onto that plane. We 
had made it! Never underestimate the power of prayer 
to turn an impossible situation around. 
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Preparing for Eternity
We all know people that fly though life by the 

seat of their pants, never giving a single thought 
about eternity. They spend more time preparing for 
a day at the beach than they do planning for their 
eternal destination.

I used to be that way. It was not unusual for 
me to lay awake for hours thinking about how to 
rearrange the living room furniture or what sewing 
project I wanted to start next. Jesse used to get 
aggravated at me for keeping him awake at night 
describing the details of a dress pattern I’d found 
that day. I would just rattle on and on about the 
design of the collar, or type of fabric that would 
accentuate the cut of the sleeve, before I noticed 
that he had fallen asleep from boredom. Back then, 
I would get caught up with what I considered 
important, yet overlooking the one thing that was 
necessary. I was like Martha in Luke chapter ten:

Now as they were traveling along, 
He entered a village; and a woman 
named Martha welcomed Him into 
her home.

She had a sister called Mary, who 
was seated at the Lord’s feet, listening to 
His word.

But Martha was distracted with 
all her preparations; and she came up to 
Him, and said, Lord, do You not care that 
my sister has left me to do all the serving 
alone? Then tell her to help me.

But the Lord answered and said to 
her, Martha, Martha, you are worried 
and bothered about so many things; 

But only one thing is necessary, for 
Mary has chosen the good part, which 
shall not be taken away from her.

Luke 10:38-42 NASB1995

Martha wanted everything to be perfect for Jesus, 
but she forgot one very important thing: the condition 
of her heart. She was resentful of Mary and wanted 
everyone, including Jesus, to know it. Mary, on the other 
hand, was so hungry for Jesus’ words; she couldn’t care 
less about what was on the stove. She had discovered the 
only thing that was necessary: sitting at Jesus’ feet. 

Don’t live like Martha. Don’t get caught up in what 
seems to be the need of the moment and never take time 
to hear the words of Jesus. He has clear directions to 
help you find abundant life on Earth and eternal life in 
Heaven. Jesus is preparing an awesome destination for all 
those who are praying and staying ready for His return. 

Make Your Reservation 
You wouldn’t think of getting on a plane to Paris, 

France without reserving your seat. It’s laughable to 
think that anyone would even try that one. However, 
we see people each day that think they are going to 
Heaven after they die, even though they have never 
made the proper arrangements. 

Jesus said in John 3:3, “...unless a person is born again 
(anew, from above), he cannot ever see (know, be acquainted 
with, and experience) the kingdom of God” (AMPC). 

The price of the ticket to Heaven is far too 
exorbitant for any of us to pay on our own. It could 
only be purchased with the precious blood of Jesus, 
shed on the cross of Calvary, and it is free to all that 
call upon His name. 

I made my reservation for my heavenly home the 
moment that I asked Jesus to come into my life and 
forgive my sins. He handed me that precious ticket 
and told me to stay ready. In Mark chapter thirteen, 
Jesus taught us how to be ready for the moment that 
we would board the heavenly train for glory. 

But of that day or that hour not a 
[single] person knows, not even the angels 
in Heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 

Be on your guard [constantly alert], 
and watch and pray; for you do not know 
when the time will come. 

It is like a man [already] going on 
a journey; when he leaves home, he puts 
his servants in charge, each with his 
particular task, and he gives orders to the 
doorkeeper to be constantly alert and on 
the watch.

Therefore watch (give strict attention, 
be cautious and alert), for you do not 
know when the Master of the house is 
coming—in the evening, or at midnight, 
or at cockcrowing, or in the morning—

[Watch, I say] lest He come suddenly 
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and unexpectedly and find you asleep.
And what I say to you I say to 

everybody: Watch (give strict attention, be 
cautious, active, and alert)!

Mark 13:32-37 AMPC

As Christians, it’s our responsibility to be praying 
and staying ready for Jesus when He comes. In 
the 260 chapters in the New Testament, over 300 
references to the Second Coming of Jesus reveal that 
His appearance shall be:

Certain: “…if I go…I will come again” ( John 14:3).
Personal: “…this same Jesus… shall so come”  
(Acts 1:11).

Sudden: “Watch...lest coming suddenly He find you 
sleeping” (Mark 13:35-36).

Visible: “…every eye shall see Him” (Revelation 1:7).

Nothing this world has to offer will keep me from 
making that long awaited trip to Heaven my eternal 
destination. I’ve got my bags packed and I’m ready for 
that trumpet sound! 

For the Lord Himself will descend from 
heaven with a loud cry of summons, with 
the shout of an archangel, and with the blast 
of the trumpet of God. And those who have 
departed this life in Christ will rise first. 

Then we, the living ones who remain 
[on the earth], shall simultaneously be 
caught up along with [the resurrected 
dead] in the clouds to meet the Lord in the 
air; and so always (through the eternity of 
the eternities) we shall be with the Lord! 

Therefore comfort and encourage one 
another with these words.

1 Thessalonians 4:16-18 (AMPC)

When Jesse told me about his trip to Heaven, I could 
hardly wait to see it for myself. Each time I hear him talk 
about the things he saw and the people he met in Heaven, 
it stirs my heart more than I could ever explain. 

Jesse’s encounter with Jesus that day has forever 
impacted both of our lives. We are determined to 
tell the world that Jesus IS coming. He is coming 
for born-again believers who are praying and staying 
ready for His return. 

Prepared Living in Readiness Changes 
Your Priorities

Esther saw the need of the Jews and was ready 
to be used by God to deliver her people. She knew 
she was called “for such a time as this” (Esther 4:14). 
Anna the prophetess served the Lord continually, and 
was present at Jesus’ dedication in the temple. She 
witnessed the first coming of Jesus because she was 
praying and staying ready (Luke 2:36-38). John the 
Baptist was filled with the Spirit for a purpose. He was 
sent by God to turn back many to the Lord and make 
ready a people prepared for the Lord ( John 1:23).

During the period of time after the resurrection 
of Jesus and before His ascension, Jesus made many 
unannounced appearances to His disciples. They never 
knew when Jesus would appear in a crowded room or 
on a lonely road and vanish almost as suddenly as He 
came. I can imagine the anticipation each time that they 
were together, ready and waiting for His return to the 
earth. Jesus gave His disciples the following words of 
instruction and encouragement before going to the cross. 

Do not let your hearts be troubled 
(distressed, agitated). You believe in and 
adhere to and trust in and rely on God; 
believe in and adhere to and trust in and 
rely also on Me.

In My Father’s house there are many 
dwelling places (homes). If it were not 
so, I would have told you; for I am going 
away to prepare a place for you. 

And when (if ) I go and make ready a 
place for you, I will come back again and 
will take you to Myself, that where I am 
you may be also.

John 14:1-3 (AMPC)

Jesus is preparing all of Heaven for you! All you 
need to assure your place there is a ticket signed 
in the blood of Jesus. If you’ve never asked Jesus to 
forgive your sins and to come into your life, you can 
do it right now. Use the power of prayer to finalize 
your plans for your eternal destination and stay ready 
for Heaven.

The above article is an excerpt from 
Cathy’s book, The Power of Prayer.
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ZIP PULLOVER (CHOICE OF BLACK OR GREEN) 
FOR YOUR DONATION OF 
$35 usd or more

GO TO JDM.ORG TODAY!
*US RESIDENTS ONLY

HOODIE 
FOR YOUR DONATION OF 
$30 usd or more

TUMBLER MUG
FOR YOUR DONATION OF 
$20 usd or more

new                          partnership Merch!

Celebrate 50 years of reaching people and changing 
lives, one soul at a time with our LIMITED EDITION 

JDM partnership products. While supplies last!
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Order Yours at JDM.org

I NEVER LEARNED TO DOUBT 
Doubt is a habit. You aren’t born a doubter. You learn to doubt over time, after being hit 
with the injustices and instability of this world. In this book, Jesse is going to try to help you 
go back in time...and regain what you lost.

SOFTCOVER BOOK  $16 usd • £13 • $25 aud
BJ352 (Also available in digital format at 
jdm.org)

In Genesis 18:14, God asks, “Is any thing too hard for the Lord?” The answer to His question 
is “NO!” In Jesse’s newest book, Give God a Job, you will discover that our magnificent God is 
ready and able to fulfill every promise that He has for you. It’s time to ask in faith and start 
living on Earth as it is in Heaven. Remember, if you keep God busy, He will keep you busy!

GIVE GOD A JOB

SOFTCOVER BOOK  $16 usd • £13 • $25 aud
BJ380 (Also available in digital format 
at jdm.org)

BJ380S 
(disponible en español en jdm.org)

Books by Jesse

HOODIE 
FOR YOUR DONATION OF 
$30 usd or more
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